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The MSHA Mission
“to prevent death, illness, and injury from 

mining and promote safe and healthful 
workplaces for U.S. miners”
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Coal - Number of Valid MSHA & Operator 
Respirable Dust Samples
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*    2020 figure is a proration from 8/31/2020 count of 73,343
• Data as of 9/1/2020



Average DO* Dust Concentration in Underground Coal 
Mines, by MSHA and Operator Samples
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Operator Avg. Conc. MSHA Avg. Conc.

* Designated occupations (DO) exposed to the highest levels of respirable coal mine dust.
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Coal - MSHA & Operator Respirable Dust Samples 
% > Standard 
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Coal - Number of Valid MSHA Quartz Samples
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*    2020 figure is a proration from 8/31/2020 count of 7,404
• Data as of 9/1/2020



UG Coal -MSHA Average Designated Occupation* 
Quartz Concentration (µg/m3) by Calendar Year
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* Designated occupations (DO) exposed to the highest levels of respirable coal mine dust.
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Coal - MSHA Quartz Samples % >100 µg/m³
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Source: https://www.dol.gov/owcp/dcmwc/
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STEPS INTO FUTURE

• Revision of dust rule is being worked on now
• Standards should be common, where applicable,  

between MNM and Coal
• PPE should be utilized (and credited) to drive further 

improvements
• Dust sampling should move to a “targeted” approach for 

operations with a poor history of compliance, example 
103i

• Sampling frequency increase – MNM 5  4   3

11


	Slide Number 1
	The MSHA Mission
	Slide Number 3
	Average DO* Dust Concentration in Underground Coal Mines, by MSHA and Operator Samples
	Coal - MSHA & Operator Respirable Dust Samples % > Standard �
	Slide Number 6
	UG Coal -MSHA Average Designated Occupation* 
	Coal - MSHA Quartz Samples % >100 µg/m³
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	STEPS INTO FUTURE

